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AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA TO MAKE NECES¬ 
SARY ARRANGEMENTS AND REGULATIONS TO 
CONTROL THE OPERATION OF THE PORT AND 
PORT WORKS. 

ft is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia -in Legislature assembled: 

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
Ihie Act the President of the Republic of Liberia is authorized 
and empowered to make and publish any and all regulations 
necessary for the control of the operation of the Port and Port 
Works at Buehrod Island near Monrovia. 

Section 2. All regulations made under the provisions of t3>:« 
Act shall be binding and operative to ail intent and purposes 
as law, but they shall be submitted to the Legislature at their 
next ensuing Session for Legislative action. 

Section 3. The President is further autfcoriz* d and empowered 
to conclude agreements for the Port Management as may be 
necessary and in keeping with the terms of the Port Con¬ 
struction Contract; and all agreements made by the President 
with * Port Management Company shall be effective as law 
until the next meeting of the Legislature and the same shall 
be laid before them for Legislative action. 

Section 4. This Act shall take effect immediately and be 
published in handbills. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved December IB. 1947. 
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OPENING ADDRESS 

OP 

HIS HONOUR !!. NEMLE RUSSELL, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OR THE 
SUPREME COURT OF J ^ REFJT3LIC OF LIBER IA, ACTING FOR 
IIIS HONOUR LOUIS ARTHUR GRIMES. CHUN JUSTICE, SUFREiE 
COURT OP RE REPUBLIC OP LIBERIA 


DURING THE 

OCTOBER TERM, A. D. 1947 


WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY lilS HONOUR ANTHONY BARCLAY, 
ASSuCL.TE JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OP THE REPUBLIC OP 
LI.ELIA BECAUSE HIS HONOUR HR. JUSTICE RUSSELL FELL 
UNEXIECTEDLY ILL JUST BEFORE THE OPENING DAY*S SESSION} 


also 


RESPONSE OF THE HONOURABLE CHRISTIAN ABAYOMI CASSELL, 
ATTORNEY GENERAL Op THE I Hi PUBLIC 0“ LIBER L\ - THE 
OFPICLL LEADER OP THE EAR, 


i 


t 


OCTOBER 14th, A. D. 1947. 







™ he Reverend John B* Falconer, Supervisor or tho Foreign Mission 
Board, National Baptist Convention, Ino#, for West Africa, Monrovia 
having boon previously invited by the Honourable the Supreme Court 
of the liopublic of Liberia to read a passage of Scripture and Offer 
Prayers on this Occasion, read the Sixth Chapter of the Book of Dcut- 


eronony, and Offered the following Prayer 

On, Lord v/q ask thy blessing on this day when wo arc gathered 
in this hall of justice where the actions of men can bo judged 
bv these p thi. highest in the land* Wo ask Thoo that Thou would 
bless all of us who arc gatherod here# Bless, Heavenly Father * 
t'icao who have cone to observe the workings of the v/hcals of law# 
thoy be so inspired by what they observe that they will go 
iron hero knowing tnat at this Bar of Justice* there is equality 
for all non* 


Bless, Heavenly Father, those honoured Counsollors who aro hero 
t^iis morning to hoar and join in the sayings and doings of this 
High Court# Instill upon then the inpprtanoo of thiir duties so 
tnat they will real!so that not only must they know the laws of 
tho land and country, but tho laws of God, those Supremo Laws 
that arc the basis of all righteous laws# fey these man sock to 
know Thy law, Oh God* 


Bless, Heavenly Father, those Honoured Just i cos who Bit here in 
tills placo on the Highest Court of the Land* Bless their learned 
deliberations# fey they forever bo conscious of thicr positions 
as tho interpreters of the laws of the land in the light of tho 
laws of God, so that in days to come when men will ask: "What 
means these testimonies, Statutes and Judgments?" it can bo answer¬ 
ed that those represent tho Decisions cf a High Court, of a Right¬ 
eous Court -A Court that knows tho law of tho land and tho law ^of 
God# AMENi H 
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ft x:t the supreme court of the republic of Liberia. 

* OCTOBER TERM A- D* 1047* 

ILL : Ris Honour L* A* Grimes, CM of Justice 

PRESENT; n 11 M* Nenle Russell, Associate Juatico 

* r « 11 Anthony Barclay, 11 

*i u m E, Hinic Shannon, 

ii n Ciyirloa^B, Reevea, 11 11 

BRETHREN OF THE BENCH AND 

GENTLEMEN OF TIED BARl 

Tho revolution of tine. In its natural order, carrying with It 
differout happenings under Divine arrangement, has brought ue to¬ 
gether again this nomine, for the discharge of our respective 
duties as Itenbors of this Honourable Court* 

Before proceeding any further, I want to inpress upon your nlnds* 
that we aro now living In a new age in the annals of Liberia, and 
as such, aro being confronted with new problems which will requir 
now solutions* Ojr relationship with the foreign world, is nor© 
mrkad now than ever before and our actions will bo closely watched; 
t # our movements more closely and carefully followed up than in the 

past, regardless of the solonn declarations mdo by the democratic 
nations of the world in the Great Atlantld Charter, Considering the 
span of our National existence, which we have very recently celebr¬ 
ated during tlio Centennial Celebrations, we should not lose sight 
of the fact that, we hav passed or should have passed, the expert 
Inontal stage in our National Life and are now on the lofty plane 
of National recognition with all the corresponding responsibilities 
which a nation Is expected to undertake during such a period* This 
being tho ease, since the weal or woo of a nation is contingent 
upon tho activity or Inactivity of its individual citizenry, wo 
cannot but bo mindful of tho importances of our respective positions 
and their corresponding responsibilities which wo in our respective 
orbits have obligated ourselves to perform iin this groat dram cf 
nation building# 

During tho March Tom, A. D# 1947 of this Honourable Court, I 
made mentioned in ny Opening Address, of the fact that His Honour 
Louis Arthur Grimes, Chief Justice of the'Supremo Court of tho 
Republic of Liberia was ill, having suffered a serious rclaspo 







after his return hono fron Booking nodical aid in Europe* and tha 
United States of America# This happened during the October Tom, 

A, d* 1946; which rclaspo necessitated his being confined to bod 
for some nonths, thereby depriving us of his invaluable advice and 
assistance for the intervening period# 

I on §I«&§&4 however to state that thru the Grace of God and 
the expert aid of his physicians. His Honour tho Chief Justice Is 
now very slowly regaining Ms strength and is now onco again on 
his foot; but his present convalescing condition is such that, ho 
has boon forbidden by his physicians to presently attend tho Sessions 
of Court# until such tine as they arc perfectly satisfied with his 
progress; honco his scat tmong us hero today is vacant# Our ardent 
prayers for his conploto recovery shall continue to ascend unto 
tho God of Our Fathers# 

In tho discharge of our respective dutiod, let us first of all 
be nindful of the fact that# wo are Citisons of Liberia and that 
her honor# dignity and perpetuity should claim our very first and 
highest consideration# If we undertake our respective duties with 
this point firmly riveted upon our Hinds, wo should, whether as a 
Counsellor representing our clients* Interests, or as Officers of 
Court attending to our various duties, ao donoon oursolvos as to 
rofloct erodit upon this Eopublic of which wo arc so proud# 

Tho different investments of capital now in Liberia in rocont 
yoQrs, with tho Influx of foreigners Into our Country, have all 
blended Into bringing us into closer touch and relationship with tho 
outside world# 

This being tho case, there is no Branch or Department of our 
Govomnent which can more readily establish unflinching confidence 
and roapoet In tho minds of the nations of tho world towards this 
Republic, than the Judiciary Branch of Government and her courts of 
justice* 

Once a foreigner has boon rado to fool that his interests within 
our bor&pra^/? just as safe* as those of any other Liberian Citizen, 
and that his life Is safeguarded as any other Son of this Sell; there 
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will o-i 3 1 no barriers to prevent hia making Vholo-hoartod invest- 
nont s in oyr Country , which will bo to the advantage and advance-* 

■ nt of this our God given heritage, 

Gent lotion of t ho 3ar, upon you roats the grave responsibility 
of executing tho wishes of the si* capitalists vfhu aro making now 
t lose heavy investments in our Country, As Lawyer*, you have to 
ropros^nt their conflicting inter casts when assailed; I an therefore 
warning you that ycu ore under heavier obligations to your Country 
than any findneial consideration which you my have received from 
? lir clients ixiposea. You have a heavier responsibility to siiculdor 
thrai any which your ratal .ora create* You have a nor© sacred trust o 
safeguard than tho j.wro interests of your clients, Gentlemen, I an 
referring to your duty.* your obligation and your oath to your Conn-* 
try; "that you will protect and defend her Constitution and laws 11 ; 
tnis compel* you to unite tno interest of your Country your very fir-t 
ooheorn, Your rotainers will only servo your individual noods in 
this worldn vexilst your oath will stare you in tho face whan you 
stand before tho Bar of God* There is this indisputable) fact t:*at 
n.itj tines v;a soon to lose sight of^ namely; that it is tho Country 
■tihich first makes us lawyers, but upon thi. c^ross stipulation that 
wa will protect and respect tho Constitution and laws thereof; any 
v.ci thoroforo on our part, which Would, directly or indirectly, by 
inference or reference, by duplication or application, violate tho 
principles of that stipulation* Vihothor wo concolvo it in that light 
or not, it is nevertheless a violation of our contract which we 
entered into with our Con:.try when wo woro admitted to tho Bar* 

It is a part of n lawyerduty and obligation to diiract and in- 
fom Me clients honestly and correctly upon all legal questions 
wnxen nay be referred to hin for his professional opinion; and there 
is no bettor tino to safeguard the intorcat of the Country than when 
advices are sought and direction solicited, 

X am tlisroforo appealing; to you, in the nano of everything that 
is sacred and dear to us; in the name of our Sainted Fathers whose 
spirits arc today hovering over and nroun us; in tho none, honor and 








dignity of our noble profession; and in the nano of our Connon 

» 

Country * to doxiocn your solves in all your legal aetivltioa and 
duties in order that this little spot on the Ytast Const of Airier 
which T/e ha vo so 1 ong on joyed and pro still enjoying# will bo hand 
In lioncr and dignity down to our eliUdron and their children* 9 
children to on joy and perpetuate whan wo are called from our ros~ 
pectivo labours unto eternal rest and peace* 

Tlie sound of the 100 years 1 saluto which, was fired from Fort 
Norris a few Vfeoks ago, announcing to the v;orld that Liberia had 
reached her first 100th year of National Existence, still vibratos 
in the distant air while nomments stand around us as ailont withe 
sos of this groat ovent - our National Ebonezor, My greetinga to 
you on this occasion aro coupled with tremblings and fears as I 
think of the heavy responsibilities which, as a natter of torse, 
fall upon our shoulders at this parting of the ways, 

On the 2Gth of July last. Our Independence Itey, and during the 
observance and celebration of our Centenary hero at Monrovia, it 
nay bo interesting to know that on that day in Washington, D* C», 
the Capital of the United States of Ansrica, a Plaque unveiling 
ceremony sponsored by the National Committee for the American 
Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of tho Republic of Liberia 
was staged; bis Honour Mr* Justice Jackson of the Supremo Court of 
the United States of America nado tho principal Address* 

In his Address which was very infonmtivc and historical, ho 
spoke of the colonisation period of Libor la, and pointed out that 
this period had a unique connection with tho Supremo Court of tho 
United States of America* That not only wore seme of the early 
mootings of the American Colonization Society hold in the Chambers 
of tho Supreme Court, but that its first President was His Honour 
Mr, Justice Buahrod Washington, a nephew or tho United States first 
President, George Washington, T)Vit ills Honour Mr* Chief Justice 
Marshall was also notivo in tho organization, and at one tino 
President of the Virginia Branch of tho Society as well as Hoad of 
tho Richmond Chapter* Eli"s B, Caldwoll, Clerk of tho Supremo Court 






o t the United States of America wap ono of tho founder a of the 
Organisation p and ita first Socretary-froasurer * In short, ho said 
tliat it wcCV not bo an exaggeration to say that the Liberian 
Colony was cradled by the Court* He further paid a tribute to the 
Forefathers when ho said that notwithstanding the fact that tho 
early Settlers wore virtually refugees from America, yet in select¬ 
ing or choosing American Institutions to transplant to their new 
environments, there was an evidence of the generosity and insight 

A 

of the Liberian people of tltfit day* 

Ydo ore indeed grateful to his Honour Mr* Just too Jades on for 
his Interesting and historical contribution, Although it is not 
convenient to insert tho whole Address here, but it la roooianendod 
t at tho Members of tho Bar, tho Judiciary of this Country -and the 
people of Liberia genorally, will endeavour to obtain copies and 
read the full Address which is roplot^ with thought and historical 
information. 

Men aro today strongly debating tho question as to what is the 

greatest invention among nodorn ecicntif .0 discovaries. Some hold 

the Tier/ that wireless tele graph is thu greatest; others, that the 

airplane is; and now atonic power discovery has added another, 0 

complication; which call a out the cor,mroriising conclusion that all 

arc v ry great and go to xvko up the Vtoders of t ,■ 0 Ago, £0 this 

list howcv r, I wish to add the Existence of Liberia as a Free and 

Independent Nation - i\ mro strip of land wedged in between tho 

of 

territorial bos 2 d^rst/ tv/o novfcrful nations - without the nony costal 

her coast; mi ^3 to protoet hpr borders or aircrafts to a i a r 
equipments of nod m war faro or Warsnips to guar clover nor territor¬ 
ies by day and night; and above nil, no smoke made from manufactur 
ahi oioys to improve and develop hor economic advancement; but moat 
of all, with no past experience in statecraft on part of hor found- 
rs and subsequent leaders, and yot oho has boon able to exist for 
lOO years. To ny mind, the so things do servo to bo reckoned among tho 
Wonders of tho Ago* In fact, Liberia stands unique upon the pages of 
history; in that, she ia the only Nation which has come to roeogn- 
itlon without sailing thru, bloody sons. Ancient Homo, Qrooco, Cart- 







Syria and Babylonia, including Britain, Franco, Germany and Jrho 

i 

groat United Sintra of Amor Ida have all ‘tad it to do; and stino arc 
still doing so today for their very oxistonaa* 

As I conceive it, tha roaa ons for all t.ioso bio saints Vouchsafed 
\mto ua arc, because tho foundation of Liberia was laid upon tho 
divine attribute of Justice, love mid fairplay to all mankind; 
especially the oppressed Sons of Africa wherever found* Secondly, 
because Liberia line oullar destiny which no other Race, Color 
e>r People can fulfil but Liberians in God*a own way and time* 

Fellow Citisons, I make bold the statement In unroserved conics-* 
elonthat the 100 years behind us in history do not record all which 
Eiljht linvc boon dona or oould have boon done, or should havo been 
dona; but I do boastfully and Gratefully say, that the Fathers have 
done rcmrlmbly well for us, for which wo must always bo gratefully 
proud. But let Tie remind you that whatever success os and whatever 
victories Woro achieved in tho first 100 years, were all our Fathor 
and net ours; conversely, all shortcomings, all blunders and all 
mistakes oi those past 100 years wore all theirs and not ours* J?qw 
that wo are on the verge of the second 100 years, lot us first of 
all havo It rivoted upon our minds that Liberia has passed 
experimental period and is new in the lamp light of a New JXqq with 
now complicated Interactional and Social problems to solve in the 
?/ake of the Groat Atlantic Cnartcr, wliich holds out freedoms under 
idiioii any nation or people or race can aspire without molestation, 
lot or hind craned from any other power on account of its supreme 
strength and power* 

Wo 3iavo no ™ celebrated our Centenary as a Nation, and thanks bo 
to God that we were pemitted to do so under our own vino and fig 
troa; but let no warn you, my Follow Countrymen, that any rnmlvorsar; 
celebration which falls to arouse in tho ralnds of its observers a 
burning desire co Investigate tho past, contemplate the present and 
intarrogate the future, is a needless waste of valuable timo, energy 
mid moans to have same, A very oaroful investigation of our past 
history shows us what our Forefathers did, underwent and suffered* 






A contemplation of the present, Shows U3 What a groat task wo have 
bef ro us; our hinterland has to be opened up by constructing good 
ror.d 3 and running rails to connect the litoral with the hinterland* 
Tho vast walth of our Country lying dormant in the hinterland 
nust bo tapped and utilised so that wo may dry up our tears caused 
by crying for poverty in the laid at of wealth. 

Our vast multitude of unlettered brethren scattered all over tho 
Country nust be schooled and trained to boconc valuable assots to 
tho body politic and not left to tho exploitation of unscrupulous 
Officials or ambitious politicians* Tho sooner wo do this and do it 
sincerely and honestly, the bettor and safor it will be for the 
Country; for then, all will 2iavc the chance of framing opinions of 
tinir own in tno lav/ful v/ay or tliru informtion gathered from tho 
open forum and not misguidcdly fooled into rebellion against tho 
constituted government as in tho past years. How arc wo to measure 
«P to those requirements? How is Liberia to open her next 100 years/ 
What an I to do in perpetuating this horltago? Those aro what we. 
Brethren of tho Bench and Gentlemen of tho Bar and even Officers 
of this Honourable Court arc here to demonstrate In the way and 
mmior in which wo discharge our respective duties* 

It is net one star that lights tho sky on dark nights, but it 
is the combined brilliancy of tho myriads of members or the Solar 
sy-ten, that shines within its own orbit, until tho whole firmament 
13 bright to tho challenge of noon light. Similarly, it is by tho 
faithful discharge of our respective duties, whether as Members of 
t!l ° Bcnch ' "ounsollcrs roprosenting our clients * intorosts, or 
Officers of Court going our usual rounds of duty that wo will bo 
able to safeguard tho life, liberty and property of cur Follow 

Citizen., and tno aliens to tho crodit of our Judiciary and tho 
Republic of Liberia. 

lyWnos my painful duty to make Official Announcement to 

during cur March Torn, a* D* 1947, death entered our ranks 
sumanod to tho High Court Above - a Court In vdiioh everyone is 
SU±t0r r4ld n ° n ° U - Counsellor Elknnah A* Monger, one of 



t.no loading pract 1 tloners tit the legal Bar of Since County and a 
Member of this Henourabl-j Court* 

Counsellor Monger began Public Life In tho Customs Service and 
whilst there, rendered efficient and valuable services; rising to 
tho position of Collector* tfliorofrom, ho was admitted to thoBar, 
After practicing for so no years, ho was promoted to the Circuit Cour 
Bench whereat ho romlnod until unfortunatoly ho bocamo mentally 
unbalanced and was retired to private life* But his public career 
was net yet over, and so tliru the mercies of IVovldonco end the 
a hill of his physicians, he subsequently regained his mental equil¬ 
ibrium and was able to r solve on Appointment from His Excellency 
tho President of Liberia as Chairman of the Commission of Election 
of th.« Ecpiiblie of Liberia, which position ho held up to hisdomiso* 

Rq will be greatly missed and his place at tho Slnoo Bar will riflt 
vory 

oc/ easily filled* Hay ho rest in peace and may light perpetual 
shine upon him. 

Also, on the 27th day of September, A* D* 1947 death again 
entered our ranks and called away from labour to reward, one of 
our very quiet and unassuming Counsels, Counsellor Goorgo Arbacos 
Johnson Pndmoro, a MoEtbor of this Honourable Court, 

His first Public Office was t:iat of Chief Clerk of tho Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, Treasury Dopartnont, R* L,; la tor ho was promoted 
to the position of Conmisoioncr of Trade and Cormereo, Treasury 
Department, R# L, f and his record shows that ho served faithfully 
ana honestly in both of those positions of trust mentioned above# 
Realising tnat it was necessary to be versed in tho law, he began 
legal studios under private tutors and eventually was admitted to 
the Local Bar of Montsorrado County as an Attorney-at-law, in the 
year 1924 and later become a Counsollor-ot-Low of this Honourable 
Court in the year 1939, He sorved as Revenue Solicitor in the years 
1941 to 1944 during the Administration of Former President Edwin j, 
Barclay; and was subsequently iomisoloned. Acting County Attorney 
lor Hon13orrado County by His Excellency William V, S, Tubnan f nhiok 
position ho held until ho unfortunately fell aorioU 3 ly Ill* uay ho 






iv s t in pcn.ee and nay otornal light shino wpon him* 

Brcthron or the Bunch and Gentlemen of tho Bar, wo kJio^ I* ct 
tho future nor vliat it has in store for us; but c,o wc approach 
the problem presented Tor our immediate solution at tho bo^inlnG 
of our work of tho Second Century by tho thirty-ono eases on our 
present Trial Docket and tho* seven OUBOB on qur Motion Calendar, 
lot us evince such erudition, skill and high Bonao of moral values 
as will bo an incentive, an advertlsomont as well as an urge for 
still Greater service to our Country when called upon thorofor; 
and v/e do hope and trust that you, Gcntlonon of the Bar will exert 
every effort at your oonnand this Gera in assisting this Court to 
despatch its work with as little delays as possible * 

Jloxs Gentlemen, in the name of riy Brethren of the bench, I ' ri $ n 
to assure you that wo aro here to cordially cooperate with one an¬ 
other and each of jon severally, at your respective stations with 
due consideration and respect; as wo expect tho «aao from you, 
because it is o:ily in poaoo and harmony» with reciprocity of fool-* 
In-g and actions can wo auoc safully prosecute our respective duties 
and thus make one united contribution towards tho success, prosperity 
and perpetuity or this our doar Ropu.lio•. 

J« OOJ) SAVJi SKIS RKHTTJC AND TKIS liOIIOURABL!.. COURT. 







RESPONSE OF THE HONOURABLE CHH&TIAN ABAYOMI CASSELL 

attorney general of the re public ^of liber ia, to the 

OH3NING ADDRESS FROM THE BENCE DELIVERED BY HTf* HONOUR 
ANTHONY BARCLAY, THE NEXT SENIOR ASSOCIATE JUSt? ICE UF 

-^OHOURABLE THE SUFREI-EE COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

HIS HD2;ou ^ m * iraiLB BUSSELL, SENIOR 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF THE RLPUBLIC OF 
LIBERIA, WHO IS ACTING FOR HIS HONOUR THE CHIEF JUSTICE' 

£™ElAFTER HE HAD PREPARED SAID ADDRESS| 
H^CE, COULD NOT ATTEND THE OPENING DAY’S SESSION OF ' 
C Q UR i * 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, GENTLEMEN OF THE BAR " 
Or' THE HONOURABLE THE SUPREME COURT OF LIBERIA, 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:* 


Yesterday, tho clock struck ana hundred times to eulHc tho 
flight of a century, the first in Liberia’s existence, motoly 


and fitly was tho groat occasion observed by all ranks of Liberians, 

by uttered and silent prayers of thanksgiving unto tho God of Our 

and due 

Fathers, by Just/tributo to all who contributed in any way towards 
the conception, growth and development of this our own dear common 
Country# “card yo not tho poans of pralsos - hallelujohl hallelujah 
narked ye not tho humblo prayers of contrition, forgive us of our 
national and of our individual sins; tho spirited singing of hymns 

mich as,"God of Our Fathers T/hoso Almighty HandsS" the 11 To Deum 11 
Wo praise Thoc 0 God, etc# 

i 

Was not this the way Our Fathors trod, and lo| havo thoy not 
thereby brought this Nation thus far by thoso noons? A thousand 
tiiaos yes. And shall we, bocauso of protonoo at much looming de¬ 
part this well known and bonton troll? A thousand tinos no. 


LarkJ The clock has struck again, to mark tho boginning of tho 
now Century; yoo moro, to sound tho clarion call to oil Liberians 
to hio thornsolvoa forth to duty, duty, duty, to work without cousin, 
to otomnl vigilance - tho truo prico of liberty. 

Shall wo call oursolvos bolossod? Th« onswor may bo either posi¬ 
tive or negative, according to our individual tasto. 1 am eortain 
however, tliat groat Is our responsibility# 

When at tho Opening of tho March Term, A. D. 1947, I hod tho 
honour of responding to tho Opening Address of tho Chief Justice 
1 then pointed out that that Tom was tho last in tho Century than 
going out and associated sovornl thots in connection with our 
rosportsi'iUJ.fey in, advancing.and improving upon tho administration 








cf justice with tlmt occasion# Y/o wore thou upon tlio threshold of 
t*io How Century# Since then, Father Tine has rocordod many things, 
t.icrc have boon deaths t births, wo hove all grown older, pup exper* 
lone ob have grown riohoil and fuller § 

V/c arc no longor on the threshold of, but have onterod, the How 
Century# The question then that occurs to no is, y/hat is our high 
national Resolutions? Hy own answer is to mako Liberia nighty, not 
in the sense or will to dominate others, but the will to do and to 
be righti to profit by her peat experiences, to build a stronger 
tie of national Brotherhood, to corient in an indissoluble tie, the 
many tribes and elements in the land, to banish forovor the thot of 
social differentiae, to make the cause of one, the comoon cause; to 
build hero a Ration under G-ad which shall indeed shine forth as an 
inspiring light to all on this Continent who struggle for liberty; 
to effor on the Altars of Justice the preeminence of right and right 
alcn<; to bring education, culture and civilisation to cur unlottcrc 
brothers, that they my fully ap pros late the rights safe-guarded to 
thou by the franchise they have but recently obtained; to let the 
light of Christianity so shine forth in this land that none my not 
have heard the blessed story of the greatest of all gifts to mankind 
- the sad story of the Crucifixion and the glad story of the Resur¬ 
rection of the Saviour of d 1 hknkind, Those and may more arc the 
urges of the IJew Century# 

With so groat a responsibility upon us, wo can call ourselves 
blessed only if wo strive and struggle with all our night and main 
te fulfill it; otherwise, shall wo not bo among the damned? 

The particular science in ?/hich Your Honours and you Gentlemen 
!-f the Ear are engaged in developing is among the nest highly progres 
siva of the sciences. Its study is by sono denominated dry but by the 
true student considered most interesting, ospecially when the theory 
is applied te the practice. It is most engaging when put into practlc 

The law is the cere of the life ef the Ration, a nd without which 
the meanest ferns of society cannot today exist, in fact, I doubt 


has ever existed. 
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J Sana call tho Miniatry tho highest Calling, to then I grant 

their contention if they speak of tho spiritual well-being of tho 
salvation of tho soul or of tho life to cono; but as to tho physiea? 
existence and irei_l—being of nan, tho law is its safety**valve and 
without which nono but tho strong and mighty night be safe# 

I ought thereforo to be clear that groat are our tasks and respon¬ 
sibility in assuming to bo Judge or lawyers, koopora, guardians 
and defenders of the right of our follownon. What a grave and serious 
responsibility $ and Jrot, without which there would bo a constant 
turmoil and state of unrest In society^ 

We have often hoard talk of judicial reforms, never has this 
been idle talk, the more so today then ovor before* Wo are no longer 
in isolation* wo have the ft Opon Door Policy", Foreigners with their 

w 

capital arc in our aldst* they arc not eonlnc, they are hero* They 
of highest administration 

p expect/ua the/typo In tho/of Juatlco* They will brook no trifling 

with tholr rights, and In this thoy are fully Juatifiod, Wo aro wall 
av.-iro that thoro is no excuse for violation of the rights of others. 

Thus it is that from day to day our responsibilities Increasej in 
oqunl nonsure should wo mako provision gainst thogo added rosponsi- 
bilitios and new duties that are bocordng eurs. 

As I had occasion on a similar occasion to state in words of 
tho same effect.- of tho body politic the Judiciary, aceordinc to tho 
eonius of Constitutional Government, rathor in the republican syaton, 
is tho weakest yot tho most important orean, nay bo likened unto tho 
heart, a thrust into which can moan national death. Lot us thoroforo 
look woll to this &11 important orean or function of our system, koop 
it woll attendod to and up to dato. In this, lot us havo no friends 
hut oursolvos, for this is our responsibility. Lot us. Initiate what- 
ovor reforms there bo that aro nocossary. Lot us, like tho five wise 
vir G ins koop our lamps piled and trimmed so that wo bo not taken un- 
awawros. This Gontlemon, is our inosenpablo duty; lot us therefore 
bo up and about tho discharge of it* 

; Your honours, may I thoroforo folioitato you on this happy day, 

the FIRST DAY of our Honoured Supremo Court's mooting in the How 
Century; firstly, in tho name of tho poeplo of Liberia, your follow 
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i 



Countrymen; of tho Chief Executive of the Bopublic of Liberia and 

Ms Official Faxiily; of tho Strangers within our gates, and pray 

that in tho discharge of this hi$a duty to which you have boon 

called you will put duty first and foroniost; honour and integrity 

indisponsablo to tho true performance thereof; personal feelings 

and illvdll bo over behind you, for whilst you my not answer to 

any oartlily Judgo for any defalcation on your part, you shall neat 

of 

certainly answer to tho Highest/Judges therefor, and Ho is it VJho 

shall eennand you for the faithful performance of duty* Gentlemen 

of the Bar, that vtfiich applies to tho Judges applies as well to you; 

fer, for every tine you cause or occasion tho niscarriage of Justice 

knowingly, you shall answer at sonc tino and place* VToll, arc tho 

wishes of the Friends of Liberia, Strangers within our gates, as 

well as our Friends abroad; for our growth, development and success* 

They say to us groat things aro expected of us, for to us great 

oppurtur.itie^ havo boon givon# Let us therefore east our buckets 

whore wo aro - It is tho Y/ill of tho Lord, 

In all things bo heedless of tho pleasure of non; but consciont-* 

1 us in performance of duty, that is tho path of safety, 

Vo view with little concern the unjustifiod criticisms and attacks 

of those who fall a?.tong then v/hc mkc largo professions and do little 

not 

or man deeds; those-who like/candour but deceit; those whoso envy^ 
lugs and jealousies aro so evident; those whoso doatractive policy 
has boon breach of faith and violation of trust* Mon, who say yes 
whan they neon no. Lew bred non whose treacherous flattorios have 
caused their follownon tc fall aa lew as they, viho respect not tho 
truth. Such non should be eliminated iron tho national pattern,in 
fact eradicated as tho worn whoso business is to despoil tho good 
of tho earth beth of Ged*s good things and poople* 

They offer and accept bribery, they wallow in tho dirt and filth 
of tho earth and would that you do the sane as t&oy do, and if you 
would net, they revile and persecuto you; but the Kodooning Grace 
aayoth:- 

■’Blossod are they which are persecuted for righteousness * sakos 
for theirs is tho Kingdom of Heaven, 
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"Bice a oft are ye* When non shall revile you and persecute you* 
end shall say all mnner of evil against you fasoly# - cr r *V 
sake* 


Rololco rn<? bo oxe^edtn^ glad; for c^oat is your reward in 
Heavent for a- vice:-; *.:n ed t hoy the prepile*a which wore boforo 

you* 11 

Mat thaw Fifth Chapter voraos 10 to 12* 













THE BRITISH LEGATION 


LIBERIA 



OFFICIAL 




GAZETTE 


vol. xx: 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1947. 

No* 10-xsx 



EXTRAORDINARY 



Official Gazette No, 10-xx, Vol. XXX is hereby recalled. 

The Honourable Wilkins H. i'yler on the twenty-fourth instant, upon the 

r 

request of the President, tendered his resignation as Secretary of War, which was 
on the same day and date accepted by the President-, effective November 1, 1947, 


CHARLES T. 0. KING 
Acting Secretary of State 

Department of State 
Monrovia, Liberia 
2Sth October, 1947 











The British LorVeion, Monrovia. 


THE 


LIBERIA 



GAZETTE 


OFFICIAL 


VOL. 

XXX 

W////} 1 \J i / Jt / / V’,.-s - /f,* %y(Vft\\\r * 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27^ 1947. 


No- lG-xx 



EXTRAORDINARY 




^ The Honourable Wilkins H. Tyler on the twenty-fourth instant, tendered 
his resignation to His Excellency the President, as Secretary of War, which was 
on the same day and date accepted, effective on the thirty-first October, 1947. 


Department of State 
Monrovia, Liberia 
25th October, 1947 
















The French Legation, Monrovia, 


A 

PROCLAMATION 

BY THE PRESIDENT 


Whereas, in the economy of Providence, this State 
has been sustained among the Family of Nations for 
One Century and has now entered upon the second 
Century of her national existence; and 

Whereas, it is befitting for us as a people, upon the 
Nation’s entrance into the Second Century of her 
life, to reflect upon the past with a sense of deep grati¬ 
tude to the Almighty for His manifold blessings vouch¬ 
safed unto us; and with resolute courage, an indomit¬ 
able will, and in humbleness, resolve to reaffirm our 
faith in those undying Christian principles which in¬ 
spired our forebears to found and establish this State 
where ‘‘we would be enabled to enjoy certain natural 
and inalieanable rights and privileges, and exercise 
and improve those faculties which the God of nature 
has given us in common with the rest of mankind”; and 

Whereas, tmr Legislature, in absolute recognition of Liberiats depen¬ 
dence upon the Great Arbiter of Human events, did by an Act 
approved January fifteen, Eighteen Hundred and Seventy, set apart 
and ordain the First Thursday in November of each year, to be 
observed as a Day of National Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for 
the purpose of publicly returning to Him thanks and praise for the 
many good gifts and loving kindnesses shown toward us as a people; 
Now, 

Therefore, I t WILLIAM V* S* TUBMAN, President of Liberia, by 
virtue of the authority in me vested, do hereby call upon all citizens 
of thrs Republic and all others residing within our borders, to lay 
aside their ordinary avocations on Thursday, the sixth day of 
November next* and to assemble themselves in their respective 
Churches and places of worship, and there and then offer praise and 
thanksgiving to the Father of Mercies, for all His good gifts and 
tender mercies shown towards us as individuals and as a nation. 

And 1 do hereby order nil places of public amusements, including private Club 
Houses, to be closed as frOEn twelve o'clock midnight, Wednesday the fifth of 
November to midnight, of the sixth of November next, 

And I d-j hereby Further order the ringing at intervals* of all Church and 
School bells within the Republic, from twelve o'clock midday to one o'clock 
meridian, on the 6th nt November next, as ait act of contriver as well as 
an act of religious jubilation on part of the people of the Republic. 

The provisions of this Proclamation shall apply to the closing of all public or 
private industries within the Republic of a gainful nature excluding public 
Utilities 

The violation of any part or parts of this Proclamation will be dealt with in 
keeping with the provisions of the Act of Legislature providing for the punish- 
merit of the violation of (he President's Proclamation, 


GIVEN under my hand and Seal of the Republic of I. tberia 
(L, S.i at the City of Monrovia, this 20tb day of October, A. D. 

1947. and of the Republic the One Hundredth and First, 


WILLIAM V. S. TUBMAN 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 


CHARLES T. 0- KING 

Acting Secretary of State 









CHAPESg XI7 



SB**™ 
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,:0 L&HLISS GERTAIl EX3aU2!IVE 0HMH3 ISSUED 
BY I MB PHE: I-i. : J liXITG THE Y3AR 1938. _ _ 

la ia enacted by the Senate and louse of Representatives of the 

Republic of Liberia In legisl ture assembled; 

lection 1, Th t 3::ecutive Orders :iui bars 2, 1, 5 , 14, IT» 21, 

24 issued by the President during the year 1958, s shown in the 
accoupauying schedule, be nd the s nna are hereby an roved and 

f iTen"full force and effect of law with tie - caption of twenty- 
our, 

2, Prohibiting the removal of official records and accounts 
frQEi t .e Office, iuxeau .r Department to which such records 

and accounts pertain* 

4 # Registration of firths und Deaths in Cities, Townships 
and Settlements. 

5* Official Working Day- 

14. Interior 3ep. rt&ent Reor- ills .tion (Bureau of Tribal Affairs) 

. 17* Re fees of Notaries Public, 

21* Amendment to Rule XI of Rules and Regulations governing the 
Classified Civil Service of the Republic of Liberia* 


Any law to the contrary notwithstanding;* 
Approved Deaeiaber 17, 1938, 


OBBTIPIBD ■ ! Ft* 
























British Lscr.tlon, 
JfcJRUOA, Liberia, 
26th June, 1947 




(1070/^1/47) 

lto.54* 


sir. 


X have tbs honour to refer to nor (leep&tdi IMsb*r 
61 of the 30th JUZy, u*£» end p reviug mu iuoi,iriiiwii'n on 
the odaject of illwlBiiiotnrj taxation of Srltlah subjects 
and protected persona. '-*■ 

2. X non enclose ooploe of the following ..spiteftHMS 

c .xataaute in conaoetlori with this natter : - 



(a) Hot© ruo!»r 1361/DuF. of the 18th June, 1 

fm tte Liberian aeswitaiy of Stat s t ether altli its 
enclosure in origins^ . 

(b) Hjr Mote msaber 103?/%/l/47 of the 20th Jtne, 

1947,. to the Liberian Socaotnxy of State. 

(o) Hots asaber 1377/k* F* of ths 21st Juno, 1547, fraa 
His Liberian Sesretezy of 3tabs hpittsr with Its enolo* 
sure in original* 


(d) V# secd-affScial letter amber 105V9WV7 of the 
SQna June, 1947, to the Liberian Secr> texy of State, 


(o) Semiofficial letter lumber 1424/ ♦ F, of the 25th 
June, 1947, from the Liberian Secretary of State toother 
with its enoloauree in o rigi n al, 

% A stair of thsss Hi 1 >—lit 11 would assn to substnlftste 
Mr. Dennis * ststswnt test all discriminatory fee tuxes have 
non been c-liainated. In so fee as professional and trading 



of State 














UcciCiO i ore oaxwmoo, ehlch wact> f o r merl y pnywbl* by 
forr linear* at twioe tho rat© payable by LUx'rlrna, those 
iiavo rwR been levelled Op by Increasing to a certain 
ttogree tiw £m§ fumcrly payable by Liberian dtitens 
am tqr xvticiqg to a certain degree the foea ftaei ly 
mrTable by foxvlAion)* i<q the oliicv hoki forslitane iv t? 
have to pay certain tasee Area which, although payable 
IT litelm dti nengj they me foiBM&y eaapt. 


I hew the honour to bo. 
With the highest iva>oat. 






k * +** 











V. r** ,W* . 
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Vilis 1 $ ro OE-lTIFY tliat lull* within 


doc-mncn'i; is a true and faitliful copy of 
an Act passed by the 4th Session of the 



“AH ACT Ai^nDiNG AK ACT SUPPItfl.* tt'£ai 
n TO AM ACT APPROTOD DEC*,: .131": 14,1938, 
AJtolffllUG Tllii REVENUE CODE OF 1937, 
#i i^PH 07 ^D mom^rn io, 1940," 


GIYiSIf under my hand ancl the deal 
of the department of J tatc tlds 25th 
day of June, 1947 ancE of the Republic 
the One hundredth* 


40th legislature of the ^public of 
Liberia entitled : 


f 





* 





















0\0 (JJ-4 


AH ACT AHSBDIHG Am ACT SUPPLBMtfHTAL TO AH 
ACT APPROVED DBCHltBHR L 4 ,l 93 B,AMJ£HDINk 
THK HBVBllU* CODS OF 193 7 t APPRQVSD 230 &MBBR 
' - 1C, I9*Q . 

It Is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
_- ^ t -t n filo.’turft aflFOIflblodt 


Paragraph 1. 
Paragraph 2* 


fhat aforesaid Act shall be amended as 
followst 



section at followsi 


lumber 



fiOHlDUU _A 

Occupation or Profession 

Accountant 
Architect 
Auctioneer 
Big Gfiiio Hunter 
Civil Engineer 
Ole A 

Dentist or Dental Burgeon 
Driver or Chauffeur t Met or Yehiolo 

Lawyer 

Driver,Engineor or Pilot of Power- 

driven boat 

Peddler 

Pharmacist or Dispenser of Drugs 

Physiolan 

Surveyor 


Fee 

\5 +00 
15,00 
7.00 
375.00 
37.50 
7.50 
37*50 
7.50 
37.50 

7.50 
9 • 00 

37.50 
75.00 

37.50 


Pkr.gr.plt 2. By dcloti.il «f Soetl.n 34 »f P.r.*r.ph 2* 

Per.grmpli 3. This Act .lull boooao effective inoodintoly 
ud shall ho puhliahod in handbills. 

Any 1*. t. the contrary nrewitiietandins. 


JLPPROTjffi TKBKUAItY 14tli, 1947. 


\ 






































no. io69/5v'1/v7. 

* 






rILE No.. 

REGC. No. /0 »' 



I thasdc yw iwy aneh far yua r letter 
Btxtbcr 142Vt>.P. of the 25th Jfcne tOf^tJ»r ith 














Dcpartaeafc of State, R«L*» 
MD’IBDTIA, Liberia* 













1424/D.P. 


JUKE 25, 1947, 


Dear kr. Minister 


I wisii ta acknowledge the receipt of 


your ^otc ko* 1056/94/1/47 oi the 23 rd June ,1947, 
in which you acknowledge the receipt oi two copies 
of the 11 Act to provide an Internal Revenue Code 
of the Republic of Liberia’ 1 approved Dec cube r, 1937, 
and request elucidation on the point mentioned in 
paragraph numbered 2 of your said Aotc* 


I a u forwarding herewith two certified 


copies of an *Act amending an act supplemental to an 
act approved December 14, 1930, amending the Revenue 
Code of 1937, approved December 16, 1940;"together 
with two copies of the Acts passed by the Legislature 
of the Republic of Liberia during the Session 1933, 
and two copies of the Acts passed by the legislature 
during the Session 1940 to which is appended the 
Supplemental Act approved December 16,1940. 


You will note from a perusal or these Acts 


tliat all apparent discriminatory features have been 

eliminated* 


Sincerely ycurs 






The Honourable Jolm Dowering, 
l*D* •Envoy Extraordinary & 
minister Plenipotentiary 
British Legation, 

mum* Ik * 











»o. 105 V9WW« 



23rd 1947* 


Dear IPr. .Secretary of ot^tc, 

I to writing ‘Oils sand-official 2 e tter to you to 
t'ank yen for yc«r Itote Husiber 1377/EtF. of ti» 21 at ^ ' 

Juno In which you weir so good as to send me two copies 
of the “Act to provide m Internal Rswnas Code of the 
Unpublic of Li'mrta" s arar ove d T>oc& x or, 1937» and to mdc 
yryu for elucidation on the iali. caring point. 

2m On oonparinc the new Act which was passed to mend 
bo above *'<ct, copy of which you sent to me In your Vote 
bWoer 15ol/D,F. of the 13th JUn? I fail to see that the 
discriminator? feature wVdoh is cental nod in the last three 
lines of Section 1 of Article 3 of the 1957 Act (professional 
and fanning lionnees of ferwirners) end ^tich has hoen the 
subject of this oorreswondenoe. has bean dealt with. 

3 . I ahculd accordingly be ve ry jyateful if you could 
enlighten j.ie on -hi* point ao that I can explain the matter 
in detail sfcen I send sqt official report to London. 

4. Incidental?? Section 4 of the new Act should 
prcmsably read "That Section 21 cf Article 2“ and 
not "That Section 24 at frticle 2“ aa the word "estate" 
does not tppmr on line 2 of the latter. So you agree, 
please 7 


She iiooaurabie Gabriel U bennie. 
Secretary of State, 

OeD 6 jrtuft. 1 t of State, ILL., 
MA&JVIA, Liberia. 










1377/D.?. 


2ist Jins, 1947 


* 




Mr. Minister: 


I have the honour in acknowledging 
the receipt of your Note No. 1032/94/1/47 
of the 20th June,1947, to forward herewith 
in keeping with your request, two copies 
of the "Act to provide an Internal Revenue 
Code of the Republic of Liberia" approved 
December 11, 1937* 


Please accept, Hr. idinistcr, the 
assurance of my high consideration and esteem. 



Ilis Excellency John Dowering, 

1I.B.K. Envoy Extraordinary and 
,» Minister Plenipotentiary, 

British Legation, 

MONROVIA, Liberia. 
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IIinis ter. 

Agreed on all lines as the subject matter in 
question - grading aM Professional Licences of Aliens, 
Article 3 Section 1, last three lines - being the 
fundamental factor of year correspondence hitherto ex¬ 
changed is ignored in the ITew Act. 

2. If I a.i not mistaken for good, I would add that 
in Section 2 amendment to Section 19 of Article 2, t'n& 
word "HEhlUP* should obviously read "TEEHEItf" if it 
is properly line 8 of the Act in question, please. 









REGD. No. 


Bo. 1032 /%/A/ttf* 


20th 


June, 1%7 


Hr* Secretary of State, 


I have the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt 
T.dth nuwy thanke of Tour Broalicncy* s Mote Macaber 
1361/3. F. of the 18th Jltne regarding Idle ruer-tian af 
disc.-Ansiiiatonr taxation of Rritioh rub^ecte -nd 



2* before uuraiiuilc^tlrg: the e ntente of your 
Beta to ITU "pjeetyU ft-incipel Secret ary of State 
for Voreign Affaire I sfur.OLA he gr'tef’il If you ooulrl 
IclrWt'.^ send me two aordos of the "Act to provide an 
Internal rtwenue Co e of th Be public of Liberia" 
a jpr o v wd December 11, 1937, which Act tSie new Aot 
apparently omucIr* J$jr reuen for asking for this ii 
to enable rae to eend it to Laoclm together with the 
ausiiuixig Act, 

rjjtaae accept, Mr* Secretary of State, the 
ii^uraMt o*. m d t . eed mmaABmoMm maA 




V. n. H. KBRB2&* 


Rle Excellency The Secrotaxy of State, 


She Honourable Gabriel L* Demis, 
Depart ont of State, R*L», 
■N'tuVIA, Liberia* 



/ 











1561/D.pi P- NO'- 

lath. June, 1947* 

D, T^ {$ kjj£}- 

Hr. imister: 

- 


1 have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your Note Bo.9©l/9 4/1/47 or the 11th 
June, 1947, referring to the Acting Secretary of 
State 1 s Bote nuuber 103 /d.?. of the 7th February 
and previous correspondence in regard to the 
subject of discrininaicry taxation of British 
subjects and protected persons, and enquiring 
whether the Act referred to in Hr* hin£ f s Koto 
uciiticned above lias no?i been finally passed into 
law* 


I liave the honour to transmit herewith 

a certified true and correct copy of an Act passed 

by the 40th Legislature in its 4th Session, entitled: 

"AN ACT TO AMEND T Aid ACT TO PROVIDE 
"AN IHXfciKMAL REVENUE CODE OF HIE 
"EBPUBLIC OF LIDS HI A 1 APPROVE 
"DEChKBEfE 11,1937." 

This Act is intended to eliminate all 


apparent inequalities In taxation as between Liberian 
citizens and foreigners, and thus incidentally to do 
away with all features that night have seemed discrimi¬ 
natory insofar as British subjects and protected person 


in ^Iberia arc concerned* 

Please accept, Mr, Minister, the renewed 
assurance of ay high consideration ajid esteem 


Dennis 

SECRETARY OF LTABE 



His Excellency Jot in 

Envoy Extraordinary an 
L' Inistcr PlanIpotentiary, 
British Legation, HOK‘BOVia« 









THIS IS TO CEHTUT that the within 


* 


document is a true and correct copy of an 
Act passed by the 40 th legislature in its 
4th Session entitled; 


n M act 2c a n m act tc roms 

"Ax? HTFRIAL REVENUE CQliE OF THE 
"REPOHL3S CF LIBERIA" AHEECJV3D BECE&* 
" :3Ti 11, 1937. 


GIVE?,’ under ay hand and the 

Seal of tiie Department of State 

% 

tills 1?th day of June A* £» 1547 
and of tire Republic the One Ilundredtiu 




(Sgd,) Gabriel L» Dennis 
SECRETARY 0? STATE 


Clacked by; 


(SgeL) Kolli-Tamba 
Chief, Bureau of Archives, etc. 


Certified trt 



British Legation, 


MOISC.IA, 26.d.1%7, 






m a ci to Annm *&: act tc provide ah 

UJT2RKAL REVENUE CODE 0? THE HEFOELIC 
OF LI 2tIA n AFFSOVED aBCEM3ER It, 1937. 


It is enacted by the Senate and House of Repinesent&tives of t}ie 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled: 

SECTION 1* That from and immediately al ter the passage of this 
Aot Section 12 of Article 2 of the 
Act above referred to is hereby amended by adding after the word 
■Liberia* 1 on line 3 (frota top of the Section) the words ■inhabited 
by citizens or aliens.* 


S3CTIGN 2* That Section 19 of Article 2 of tile aforesaid 
Act is hereby amended by adding after the ivorti 
"herein" on lino 8 (from top of the Section) the words "and all male 
aliens within the Republic of 21 years of age and above, 

SECTIvK 3* That Section 20 of Article 2 of the aforesaid Act 
is hereby amended after the word "inhabitant" 
on line 3 (fran top of Section) the words "whether citioen or alien," 


SEGTICH 4* That Section 24 of Article 2 of the aforesaid 

Act is hereby amended by adding after the word "estate" 
on line 2 (freu top of Section) the words "and all male aliens within 
tlia Republic j of 21 years of tgc and upward, w 

SiCTlCH- 5* Tliat Section 24 of Article 2 of the aofesaia Act is 
hereby amended as follows (Counting fr:jra the top of 

Section) 

(a) Cu line 1 after tl*> void "Liberia" add the words "and all 
iLic-r.s residing witliiu the Republic of Liberia," 

(b) On line 1 ' after tlie word "Citizen" add the words 
"or aliens, rt 

(c) Cn line 12 after the wr "citizen" add the words 
"or aliens," 

(d) Cn line 23 after the word "citizen" add the worths 
"or aliens. " 


f h-h Tliat the {iiendn’ents above xas&e to thjo several Sections 

of Article 2 of the aforesaid Act 

exclude all aliens of diplomatic status who by treaties, and all persons 
who by existing agree tus, arc execapt freta tiie payment of such taxes, 

SSCTl&r 7. This Act shall take effect immediately and be published 
ill handbills. 


MZUM TO THE OCHTRARI HCTftTBBTA LZC1. 
AHfb VT-g February 14 , 17 . 


*iT*7, 3. Tuuoan 
President of Liberia - 



i 













ito. 961/96/1/47 


m* so 

REG" 



tith .Time, 1947 # 


“r» £ a**.. S—m 

WiTSSSWs^s^-^- 

°T *rfH*h nu\.rctr? n ^ ( ^ff?^ ln - :Ky tea**. 

shoujc? he cT*t«fii1 ^ peraon© n*4 

iy. i .. y* *^*~ i loftHi wfaclhoz* thn t^j. . » , . 

to *T the Ifcnrjr*MLe Cirrlat - , ... f Cv ref crred 

fir*'* *- " - aS^ss&r* 

** 2 %*fi£?S£££: K: fi«sste 

attled sT'A.,4 .^7fIL5* r1 ? 0 T, , *“ dtfiaiteiy 
a««te^ of SM» far'^^ 

fc\ Scoitltai^ Of 3'^ > jr i 

mMmtxn moe of rrr hi -i-#»«.*. „ rrp ,°* ° *at3, the 

v ^, or. coBiaidivniticm fcl d eeUau/ 



Sc-creteay of State. 
• iloncurahle Gehriol L» 

of tate, I4L, 

MOiffiOVl * Liberia. 


**■ 14 ;-. tIX(XSXIi34 
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R>5oy%/iA?. 



British Lection, 


Momem, Liberia* 
12th April, 1S%7^ 



ttr* Secretory of State, 

I Ixirc tta hoivjur to refer to tl» ;»ctir*g Seoretaiy 
of S tote’s ftjto Iftsaber I83j/i3*r* of tile 7*li :etofUoi*f and 
proviso eori^s^TilcriQQ in xc : :enl to subject aiscr^i- 
inatosr; taxation of British subjects w>i protected persaa 
mjju should ho grateful to know tons pnoDont ocition so tfj&t 
I can Mitt ItU Majesty*!ft Principe! of States for fhrel^i 
Affairs accordingly, 

<V As this (fttittuD ttB ddi'tmd fivui , tos 1545/46 sakIoh 
of tta t^glaiafc^o to tto Ijtybfyj Session it Is B&mMwd that it 

^ ^alt with Oiri^, tliis last Session tat I have as yet 
received no sxlvioa thereof. At toe natter hoc "been ouistoiding 

for such a long tins, I treat that I QGyir>Qeivo information as 
to tic pw- t jr 05 tlon at on early date* 

Pious© ^ocept, r. fccrrtaiy of State, tli© assurance of 
ay hi hest o itineration and osteon. 





a M, MDH3153* 


Hi© ’’rtooHtjnqy 2lie Score tr jy of State, 
The fconourrihlo Cfbriel I* finale, 

Zteperfeuent of State, 15.1*, 
»»m, Liberia* 








No .U76/94/1A7 



I thank you veiy much fop your letter 
of the 24th Maroh In which you very kindly 
sent wb three ooplee of the Opening ^ddreas 
of His Honour Ur. Kemle Russell delivered 
by him on the occasion of the opening of 
the March Term of the Supreme Court of 
Liberia* 

Z ££ 2 , Sir, 

Yours very truly. 





# 


i 

H. B. li. ME.IST^R. 


Joseph J* Chesson, Esquire, 

Chief Clerk, Supreme Court of Liberia, 



MONROVIA* 



REGD. No. — 
DATE _ 


FILE NO. 



SUPREME COURT OF LI3ERIA 
CLERK'S OFFICE, 


!'0 WHO VIA, MARCH 24 th, 1947 




HIs Excellency the British Minister 
British Legation, 
Monrovia, 



Your Excellency: 

I have the honour to herewith send you three 
(3) copies of the opening Address of His Honour M. 

Nemle Russell, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of 
Liberia, Acting for His Honour the Chief Justice, 

Supreme Court of Liberia, delivered on the occasion 
of the Opening of the March Tern, A. D. 1947 of the 
Honourable the Supreme Court of the Republic of Liberia. 


'.,1th sentiments of my highest respect; 
I have the honour to be. 


Res^Mi-■ 



CHIEF 
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Opr: NINO .ADDRESS 

OF 

HIS HONOUR 1!. NELUE RUSSELL, ASSOCIATE 
JUSTICE SUPREME COURT OF LIBERIA, 

ACTING FOR 

HIS HONOUR LOUIS ARTHUR GRIMES, 

CHIEF JUSTICE 01’ THE SUPREME COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, 
- DELIVERED AT 

( THE MARCH TERM A. D. 

m 

» 1947, 


*-K-»- 


March 10th, a. d. 1947. 


* 


m 

* 

t 










The Reverend Father Patrick Juwle, First Negro 


Priest of the Catholic Church in Liberia, having 


been previously Invited to read a passage of Scripture 
and Offer prayers on this occasion, read from the Book 
of Proverbs chapter 3, verses 1-3; and Chapter 1, versos 
1-9; also The Book of wisdom chapter 1, versesl-9, and 
thereafter offered the following prayer: 


B FOR THE REPUBLIC: Almighty and Eternal uod.the _ 

-iiiTl tlV r ''.aniT"Bulbr ~of Nations, grant that this Republic 
of Liberia, which was founded in accordance with the 
decrees of Thy Divine Providence, may advance in all 
things spiritual and material, and in time ci stress, find 
protection under the shadow of Thy wings. 


for THE PRESIDENT: YJe beseech Thee, Almighty God, that 
Thy Servant William, our President, who by Thy mercy hath 
undertaken the government of this country, may adv-.nce ir 
all virtues, and that being meetly adorned therewith, he 
may be able to avoid the enormity of sin, and to come to 
Thee who are the Way, the Truth and the Life, 


FOR THE BENCH; 0 God, to Whom every heart lieth open an. 
every wish "3oth speak, from Whom no secret lieth hid, 
direct by the outbcuring of the Holy Spirit, the judgment 
of those whom Thou hast chosen for the Supreme Court oi 
Liberia, that under the guidance of the same Holy Spirit, 
they may discern what is true, and decree what is right a: 
just. 


A SPECIAL PRAYER FOR THE CHIEF J USTICE; Almighty and 
"verlasting God, tne eternal Salvation of those who 
believe, hear us on behalf of Thy Servant, Louis Arthur, 
our Chief Justice, for whom we humbly crave the h.lp of 
Thv mercy that being restored to health, he may render 
thanks to Thee in Thy Church, and may in this our 
Suoremc tribunal, be the Instrument of Thy justice. 


FOR THE BAR: Graciously hear us, we beseech Thee, 0 
Lord father”Almighty, Eternal God, the Supreme law-giver, 
and over these Thy servants whom Thou hast called to the 
Bar of this Country pour the blessing of the Holy Spirit, 
and the virtues of sincerity and truthfulness, that 
accompanied by the sane, the never failing Spirit of 
light and fear, they may clearly see the ordering of Lhy 
Providence, arid follow the dictates of right conscience# 


FOR AIL OTitER PRESENT: Incline the ears of Thy loving 
Tc&d'ness, 0 Host .Merciful God, unto our Prayers, and 
enlighten our hearts with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that wo may worthily celebrate the opening of this, the 
jmrch Term of the Sunremc Court of this Country, through 
Jesus Christ Our Lorn, AISN. 













II. THE SUPRaiE COURT OF THE REPUBLIC 0 ” 
f.ARCH TER?.; A. S. 1947 ,' 


LIBERIA 


ILL 
Present: 
ir 

ii 

is 


His Honour 


tt 

n 

u 

tT 


L# A* Grimes, Chief Justice 
i.,* Hemic- Russell, Associate Justice 
Anthony Barclay, h w 

E+ Himie Shannon, » n 

Charles^* Reeves, h n 


BREIrHEH np THE BENCH 

ai:d fflarajEMEN of the bar: 


By effluxion of time and under the provisions of our 
Statute- to are again gathered within these sacred walls of the 
Supreme Court of Liberia for the dispensing of transparent Justice 
•jo that our first duty must be to give an expression of thanks to 
the great God of Nations for having spared our lives - Bench and 
err - and particularly as a nation, to him be endless praise and 

thanksgiving for these mercies and unneritted favours continuous¬ 
ly vouchsafed. 

This is the second time that it has been my privilege, 
because of the illhealth of our esteemed Chief Justice, to deliver 
the opening Address of this Court. Unfortunately and regrettably, 
this illhealth, the improvement of which to were pleased to have 
notic-d during the past year, has again rendered our Chief justice 
unable to be with us at this opening; but we arc, and have been, 
always solicitous about his convalescence and, therefore, pleased 
to note his gradual improvement as reported from time to time, 

We ^ aln fecl certain that the Members of the Bar Join with us in 
wishing for him continued improvement and a speedy recovery. 

In my opening Address delivered here at the October 

Tcrn ’ A * D * 1943 > of this Court, i pictured to you the character 
of the late George Washington Carver - a negro scientist - who, 
by dint of labor and perseverance coupled with a dogged determin¬ 
ation, rose from the ranks of slavery to that of the greatest 
scientists and chemists of the world; and if, in this effort, j 
succeeded in impressing someone to emulate this wonderful person¬ 
age, then I have a pleasing satisfaction. 

Taking into consideration the very many marked changes, 
arrangements, re-arrangements and disarrangements that are of 
everyday occurence during the past seven years and which have 













. altered or remodelled the political status and aspects of many 
! nations on the face of the globe; the work or plans of rerdjistnent 
and rehabilitation that are going on today among the peace-loving 
nations In their severed, conferences and councils; and the fact that 
non: of thcSG h ~ s effected the political status or automny of our 
dear country, but rather that we have boon spared and privileged as 
n nation and people to take part in these world efforts, we cannot 

but be left with a still greater cause for praise and thanksgivings 
to Almighty God. 

A very keen writer has said that "the greatest affair in life 
is thc P-^c-tlon of character, and this can be accomplished as well 
in a cottage as In a palace' 1 . The philosophy ana truism of tills 
statement is so striking and impressive that it ought to appeal tc 
. each and every one of us in our everyday engagements however high or 
* low we may be placed in either our official or social life; for, as 
• nation is naturally eomoosed of individuals, the creation of indiv¬ 
idual characters is a sine qua non to the building of national char¬ 
acter. How careful, therefore, we of the Bench and Bar ought to be 
to so frame and conduct our lives as not to reflect discredit upon 
the great and exalted profession of our choice as also upon our 
common Country, it must be remembered that the least disreputable or 
reflectory act of a Judge or lawyer is a scar on the profession and 
the administration of justice as has been seen from past experiences. 
It should therefore be the concern of each ana every one of us not 

to be a miscreant to the trust and confidence reposed in us respects 
ivcly. 

That it has been the effort of this Court to raise the prestige 

and reputation of the Judiciary of this Country and thereby gain 

for it that once claimed confidence, has been repeatedly shown, 

seen, and felt; and whilst re are rededicating ourselves to the 

continuation of this effort, we are also calling upon the Members 

of thc Bar » 03 Gi3 ° U P°^ the lower courts, to Join in this great 
effort. 

A nation cannot survive the continued ill fame and reputation 
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l„s Judiciary without setting up reforms in Its administration. 
Or. the other hand, the reputation of a clean and evenhanded admin¬ 
istration of justice well founded cannot but bring laurels to 
any nation. To support this I quote what the well-known United 
states Circuit Judge, His Honour John j. Parker of North Carolina, 

sale r. few years ago before a regional conference of the American 
Bar Association: 


what''tho^prest C ri lt3 ide ? of thc Soverament not by 

jjaar j*8.<sjsik ffyp&s^drs. 

lt-xtn m must ifcroSo tEt ; Smlni^tlra.“ 


In our efforts to keep up with the signs of thc times and to 
march apace with present day political improvements in accordance 
vita the principles of democracy which we have espoused, necessity 
no*; and then arises according to the wisdom and judgment of our 

| le£iSl ' tors for th0 enactment of laws granting certain privileges 
and, In many cases, enlarging or restricting already granted rlght 3 
and privileges. Along with these grants which are invariably in 
the nature of concessions must come an influx of foreigners and 
their capital around whom and which must group certain intricate 
legal problems necessary for judicial and juridical solution. 

•til these go to show that a now day is dawning for Liberia 
wherein we are brought into closer contact with thc international 
w.rl„ to maintain ourselves, we must seek to create characters 
v-orthy to cope with the present situation. The time is passed 
when it can be believed that we can do any and everything with 
impunity, m our several international commitments recently, we 
have rcdedicated ourselves and our country to the espousal of the 
principles of democracy in its truest sense and wherein the dic¬ 
tum of the golden rule must prevail and be applied. We can no 
longer thrust aside, as we have always been chrxged with as doing, 
our obligations, commitments, declarations and pronouncements; for, 
whilst under the working policies of the association of the united* 
Nations there should be no infringement upon or interference with 
the internal policies of any of its members, yet in any activity 
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: Which night appear to be in violation of the principles and polic- 

» ies of said association of united Nations, the adverse sentiments 

nay be so strong as to he almost difficult and hazardous to brush 
aside. 

m this davm of a new day for Liberia, it is obvious, at least 
50 " c ho - De ’ tiie enterprises and concessions that will come in 
must bring about improved conditions to the possible betterment of 
our political, social and economic status. Along with this there 
must be new legislations as also the invocation of intricate, tech¬ 
nical, conplexing and perplexing legal problems and Issues. The 
lawyers of the country have therefore to fit themselves to meet the 
situation thus to be created by the building of Individual chara¬ 
cters, where necessary, end also to burn the candle in greater, deeper 

* and sounder study of the law, 

* The field for study is broad whilst the opportunities and 
Advantages, for the present, arc limited; but where the effort is 

to do the best honestly, diligently and conscientiously, the honor 
must lie and rest there since the impossible ought not to be expect¬ 
ed. Let us all join hearts and minds in this great field as to en¬ 
able us to ward off all possible undue criticisms as have heretofore 
been brought against our Judiciary administration, m this regard, 
any offer for assistance made and which would be acceptable under 
our present system of Government and without prejudice to us as an 

Institution, in our opinion, ought not to be depreciated and dis¬ 
regarded. 

Following up the American system of Judicial administration, 
one would find on actual and appreciable degree of understanding 
* betwei3n thQ and Lawyers and this understanding is greatly 

, SUpportetl “ nd Q ^ voc "ted by the American Bar Association so much so. 

recently this Association was able to carry through legislation 
which raised the salaries of all Federal judges by $3,000.00 each. 

Tne reason for this advocacy, as they contended, is that to be able 
to induce good and learned men in the law to accept positions of 
Judgeship they must be offered decent living salaries eomportable 
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with their positions. We are sure that with this spirit of pure 
and correct understanding between the lawyers - Xed hy the 

L1, '' erian IfcU ° nal Bar Associ ation - and the Judges, legislations 
could be brought about for the decent security of the JUDGES and 

the moath rjld harmonious administration of justice. 

For this Torn of Court we have for our consideration twenty- 
nine cases on the Trial Docket and seven cases on the Motion 
C- lon-r, and it is hoped that the lawyers will characterize their 
work with the usual vigilance and assiduity as they have shown 
heretofore» We take pleasure in welcoming the Honourable the 
Attorney General - C. Abayomi Cassell - back among us after his 
uessrved leave of absence from Liberia with the hope that he has 

cs-. refreshed for the resuming of his work with that usual dignity 
and promptitude that is usually his, 

■'.AY GOD BLESS THIS JCNOUEABIS COURT AMD SAVE AND PERPETUATE 
0UH LAND AND COUNTRY* 


l*v>rch 10th t A, D. 1947* 


i 







aSSPttSE OP THE HOM ‘JRABLE THE ATTPRrrY 
®J®RAL OF THE REPUBLIC PP LIBERIA to 
THE OPENING ADDRESS OF HIS HONDUR V 
KEMLE RUSSELL, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE SUPRTW 
COURT OF LIBERIA, ACTING FOH H^'hoSto 
L, A. GRUJES, CHIEF JUSTICE, SUPH3'v COURT 
OF LIBERIA, WHO V.'AS ILL, MAIhS aT 

1947. 


it please Your Honours: 

It is indeed gratifying and a very great pleasure 
to be present at and witness the Opening of this Honourable 
Court in its March Term, a. D. 1947, after being absent from 
tne He?ublic for a Period of seven months; the pleasure is 

tne " ore rreat > for Kore t!lan one reason, and principally," 
because of the fact, in this one hundredth year of the Republic 
existence we can boast of an uninterrupted existence of this 
great bulwark of liberty over the period of the Republics 
f existence * the Honourable the Supreme Court of Liberia. 

There have been a very great many things that we 
have seen, observed and noticed during our travels; among 
ti1ese were tne numerous courts of justice which we did see, 
which bespeak the fact that the premier rights of the peoples - 
the preservation of liberty, the security of life and the pro¬ 
tection of property - are as of great concern in most parts of 
the world as they are here. 


By comparison. It is clear and indisputable that 
the famous words of our Declaration of independence as penned 
and uttered by the Founding Fathers of this Republic in the 
Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the Republic 
have been measured and lived up to by the able patriots and 
Jurists you have sat on the Bench of this Honourable Court; and 
nave shown a full measure of response on their part to the call 
to duty which their fellow countrymen has imposed upon them. 

Thij long line of brilliant judicial characters have 
shown such great skill and acumen, with so little unscientific 
application of the rules, that few have been the criticisms 





T;.*_ich have justly arisen charging crude administration of justice 
cn their part, What an achievement, what an accomplishment; and 
as the Honourable Counsellor Charles Dunbar Burgrca King aptly 
said on one occasion within these walls r 'The true measure of 
Liberia's position today, especially of her institutions, should 
we n&de by^.a fair consideration of the depths whence we have 
crisen, and not by the heights to which we have attained* 1 * 

This is a decisive period in the history of this Republic* 

_tus present session of this honourable Court is the last in the 
outgoing century. Shortly we shall be on the threshold of a new 
century, tihen you Honourable Gentlemen shall order the closing 
of tne inarch Term, a, D. 1947, you shall have finished the work 
so nobly begun and carried on by your illustrious predecessors 
in the urst hundred years of our country's life as a nation. 

As you have begun and look forward to closing the work of 
a hundred years, I think it no more appropriate time to retrospect 
and prospect; indeed I think you could well make an introspection; 
ani as every rise man plans each decisive and vital rave In his 
life, so should you plan with great skill, with great wisdom, and 
caution, and care, the course you should direct this great insti¬ 
tution should take in the in-coming hundred years; the more 
should you determine that the future should be as secure as the 
past has been, because failure, refusal or neglect to do so may 
v,suse calumny, infamy and disgrace to pursue your future* 

Let us therefore resolve to be dilligent* Dllllgent in the 
performance of our duties; dllllgent in the application of time 
a.id talert to the solution of the involved and intricate problems 
which are intent in the progressive and broad field of law; dim- 
gent in securing In tact the integrity of our courts of Justice 
am of the high moral standing, not just incident but pertinent 
and vital in the character of a court; dilllgent In determining 
the rights of all who enter the portals of our courts for the 
remedy of vnrongs, for the redress of grievances and the protect¬ 
ion of life, liberty and property* 



Despite our great joy and happiness that we have been success¬ 
ful in achieving a Century of National Existence, whilst nations 
great ar.d small have unhappily toppled over, yet on this occasion, 
tr.e greater should be our reflection and examination of the past, 
so that we nay descern our shortcomings, improve upon the use of 
ovr time and talent, for the greater good of the undertakings 
u,r ‘- engagements ive have entered upon in our respective relations 
with this honourable institution. 

As you are aware, it pleased His Excellency the President to 
grant us a',leave of absence for travel without the Republic; we 
departed on the £3th July 194G and returned on the 23 rd February 
1S47. During our travels we had the distinguished privilege of 
visiting several courts in several countries in which we visited. 
Every courtesy was shown us, and deep indeed was the impression 
which was made on our minds by the magnificent facilities which 
exists in some places for the administration of justice; the 
astuteness of the labours performed by those who administer at 
the altars of justice; and the prompt and expeditious manner in 
which it is handled. 

Deep indeed vr.s our impression the first time we visited the 
great marble temple of justice in which the Honourable Supreme 
Court of the United States of America Is housed, it is indeed 
a fair tribute to the labour of the great minds in American 
judicature. 

As we enter upon the duties of closing the outgoing century, 
let us be ever conscious of our duty to God and our Country; and 
keep ever before us the spirit of diligence and devotion to duty 

which are prime factors in preservation of the integrity of our 
courts. 

TJhllst 1 a,n pleased to note the presence of an almost complete 
quorum, atill the iact that it is not complete by the absence of 
His Honour the Chief Justice ">n account of illness: let us hope, 
trust, and pray that he may be enabled to join you during your 
deliberations. 






■ 


4. 


Gentlemen, will you please be assured of the constant keen 
Interest in the welfare of the Court by His Excellency the 
President and the Members of his government, as well as the 
Bar of this Honourable Court; and the wish that your deliber¬ 
ations, during your present session, will be fraught with 
good for our common country - the Republic of Liberia. 

C. Abayori Cassell, 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF LIBERIA. 
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British Legation, 
MIBOVlAp Liberia* 
7 th vifirch, 1947, 


Mr, Secretsry of Jtate, 


I haye the honour to refer to the Acting 
Secretary of Stated ;~ y t© Lumber 1B3/D,p, of 
the 7th February find preyiuut* correBponaene© in 
regard to the subject cf illocriiaiiititory taxa¬ 
tion of fcritiPh Subjocte and protected persons 
and should be grateful to know th© present posi¬ 
tion so that 1 can i life nr tile hnjesty'e Principal 
Seerotary of ^tate for Foreign Affairs recordIhgly, 



Please accept, Mr, Leerote ry of Stute, 

the assurance of my highest cone1deration 
and esteem. 


! Pf^rm^ 


B, ' ■ M» UNlST^v. 


Hie Excellency The secretary of state, 
Thn Honourable ftobrial f 3 , Dennis t 


*, * 

w 






Department of utato, rt,L* * 
MOmKViA, Liberia, 



* 
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British Legation, 


HL' 


No. 378/94/1/47 


MONROVIA, Liberia. 
6th March, 1947, 


Dear Western Department, 

We enclose three copies of the 
Proclamation issued by president Tubman 
and dated the 2Uth February, 1947, in 
which he gives publicity to the Liberian 
recognition of the Philippine Republic. 


Yours ever 


CHANCERY, 



The Western Deportment, 


Foreign Office 


London 








Brlt^yh Legation, 


MONROVIA, Liberia. 


6th Larch, 1947. 


Vith reference to paragraph id of my 
despatch Number 109 of the itfth November, 
i hare the honour to report that Mr.NtfFK-SlK 
bitO'WKjLL hoe now been confirmed In hi a 
appointment as Postmaster-General. The offi¬ 
cial announcement apneared in the Liberian 
Official Gazette of the 88th February, 

C, Burn ut Cape ial&ma in 1894, Mr, 
Nete-Jie Brownell it u lawyer by profession. 

He atsrvtju hb Solicitor-General for a time 
under President Barclay in i9o4 and later 
from 1969 to 1944 au Attorney-General* Xn 
August, 1946, he was commiesiuned acting 
Attorney-General by President Tubman and now 
Postmaster-General, fie should be an impro¬ 
vement on hii> predecessor. As fhr as 1 am 
aware he has had no experience outside Liberia, 


% 


'Ssse. ho. 

am? vum an 
(377/94/1/47, 

Mo* i;3, 

Mir, 





1 have the honour to be, 

"ith the highest respect, 

t Sir, 

Your moctobedient, humble Servant, 


His Majesty's Principal secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 

London, 





No. 1^0/9 Vl/47 


British Legation, 



M0JTK0/1A, Liberie* 

27 th February, 1947, 


Dear Mr, Secretary of State, 

I understand that Ur. Hete-Sle BrosnelX 
has nos "bean appointed Poetsneyter-Goneral of 
Liberie ee from the 18 th February* 1947* 

I should he grateful If you oould very 
kindly conflna that the above facte are as 
stated* 


Sincerely youre. 




the Honourable Gabriel L. Dannie* 
Secretary ot state* 

Department of state* K.L*, 
MONROVIA* Liberie* 



/ 










Curriculum Vitae 
of 

Mr, Rete-Sie Brownell, 


1. 

2. 

3* 

4* 

5, 

6 . 
7. 

S. 

9. 

10 * 

11 * 

12 * 

13 * 

14 * 

15 . 


Born of Rev, T,C*Brownell-G&bla and Lueretia Hedoo Brownell (nee 
Bryant,) Grand CavaHa, Cape Palmas, Liberia, February 23, 1894. 

Attended the common schools of: 

1) Grand Cavalla ) Cape Palmas# Liberia* 

2) Spring Hill, Graway) 

Entered Cuttington Collegiate an! Divinity School, Lenten Term* 1904 


Graduated from.. -,.,do, 


Inns 23, 1913* 


Studied law in the law office of Counsellor L*A.Grimes now Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Liberia from September 1913 to 
August, 1920, 

Called to the Bar of Montserrado County? August 12, 1920 -Attorney 

* 9 * * Supreme Court Jany, 26, 1926 -Counsellor 

Served as Tutor of French and Mathematics, Liberia College: 1921 - 1924 

Served as Associate Magistrate, Commonwealth District of Monrovia 
and Justice of the Peace, Montserrado County, 19220- 1934* 

Appointed Prosecuting Attorney for Montserrado County ty President 
C*D,B* King ani served from February* 1924 to October, 1926, 

Appointed Solicitor General of Liberia by President Edwin Barclay 
and served from January, 1934 to May, 1934, 

Elevated to the Bench and served as Judge, First Judicial Circuit 
from May 22, 1934 to April 30, 1939* 

Appointed Attorney General of Liberia by President Edwin Barclay % 
and served from Hay 1, 1939 to January 12, 1944, • 

Appointed Chairman, Board of Review, Rational Economy Committee 
of Liberia and served from June 27, 1944 to date* ^ 

Commissioned Acting Attorney General of Liberia by President Tutjnan 
and served from August 13, 1946 to date, 

Commlsstoned Acting Postmaster General of Liberia by President Tubman 
and served from October I, 1946 Ddxxmvi until February IS, 1947* 
when he was commissioned Postmaster General of Liberia in his own 
right. 


Monrovia, 


February 25, 1947 












7th February, 1947. 

Mr. Minister: 

In reply to your Note No.180/94/1/47 
dated 3rd February, 1947, I have the honour 
to state that the Legislature has under 
consideration the Act which would provide for 
an equalization of taxation of alien residents 
In Liberia to that of Liberian nationals, which 
was tabled at its last Session,due to time 
element. 

1 shall not fall to inform you when said 
Act has finally been passed Into law. 

Be pleased, Mr. Minister, to accept the 



His Excellency John Bowering, 

H.B.M. Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 

British Legation, Monrovia. 
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183/D.F. 


- 









Ho. 180/^1/47. 




3rd VI.ninryl5l 7 


!1i*. Acting Secretary of 3 ■Sate, 

I have the honour to refter to ... ©eretary 
of State lennis* fioio Rsahar 1107/T;.r'. of the 
29th July, 1946, am proviouc exa m apoadei w is 
xw-mxi to tile subject of disorirdnatcKy taxation 
of British sub iocts ru»l oixstected persona and 
should, be grate fhl %x I cc«tf>i be ini ooc iod wiwther 
this matter has yet been uei it with by the iogLsla- 
tire in its psmnt Session* 

Please accept, i£r. mi ' tins Secretary of 
State, the assurance of ay highest oonslucration 
racL esteem* 



U» B. U* ECIlatlBIU 


Hi ' xoeJ.cncy The Acting Secretary cf State, 
2he lionouwibls Charien t» 0* JLing, 



Depart rent of State, H* 

M3TR0VXA, 





I 


FILE NO. 



RE6D. NO 



Nu. 10Z/9VV47. 


British Legation, 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 


1&th January, 19A-7* 


itear Western 2eparb:ient, 



We eticiose l for purposes of record, a cej>y 
oi tile Proclamation issued by President Tubman pn^ 
dated tiie 12th Deeeribcr, 19M>» under which Liberian 
v.ot.ien Oi twenty—one years of age possessing reaJ. 
estate now have the right of suffrage* 


XouT3 aver. 


ilie Western Depart; »ent, 

X 

Foreign Office, 


CHA13CERY. 

1 


London. 




A PROCLAMATION 

BY THE PRESIDENT 

Whereas, by joint resolution of the Legislature of Liberia to 
amend Section 11 of Article I of the Constitution entitled “ELEC¬ 
TIONS AND QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS' said amendment was 
authorised to be submitted to the people of Liberia for adoption or non 
aiipa >n. which resolution is word for word as follows: 

■A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION II Of ARTICLE l OF THE 

o institution entitled; elections a nd q<ialificatjon of voters 

Jr .■ ■ ijin'Ji’if fry ffcr iNVim-'. ti( Rfyrtif.iitotwn i»f tk* tltjtvhfif .jf lit IsybUtiurr 

IrJrtlj 

Section 1, That Section II of Article 1 of the Constitution entitled. ,f ELEC¬ 
TION J AND QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS, which presently reads: 

"All Elections shall he by ballot, and every male citizen of twenty-one years 
a age possessing real estate shall have the right of suffrage" bt so amended 
tn read: 

“All elections sh^ll he by ballot, and every citizen (male and female) of 
twenty-one years of age possess!.# real estate shall have the right of suffrage.' 1 

Section II That this jim-fidiTtni shall be submitted to the people for adop¬ 
tion or non adoption on ihe first Tuesday in May, A. D, 19-16, 

Section 111. This join I resolution shall take effect immediately and be 
published in hand-hills. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved December 11, 1945.' k 

and 

Whereas, the aforesaid amendment to the Constitution was 
submitted to and voted upon by the electors of the Republic of Liberia 
at the called election held on the 7th day of May, 1946; and 

Whereas, by an Act approved December 10, A, D, 1946 the Legislature of 
Lsbiriu did declare the said amendment adopted in accordance 
with the Constitution, which act is word for word as (allows: 

A DECLARATORY ACT ON THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 
APPROVED DECEMBER 11, A. D. 1945 ADOPTED AT THE CALLED 
ELECTION HELD ON THE 7th DAY OF MAY A. D. 1946. 

Whereas, a certain amendment to flit? Constitution of Liberia was proposed and 
submitted to the people of the Republic of Liberia for adoption or non. 
adoption hy virtue oF a joint resolution which proposed said amendment 
to the Consitution of Liberia, passed tw the l.rgislaiu it at its regular session 
A, D. 1945, in accordance with the Const tut ion in such cases made and 
provided, as found on page three of the Act of Legislature in 1945, entitled 

A Joint Resolution to a n end Section ll of Article I of the Constitution en¬ 
titled: “Election* and Qualification of voters" and 

Whereas, said amendment was voted upon at a Called election bold through¬ 
out the Republic Or the 7th day of May 1946: and 

Whereas' from the returns of Hie elections so submit led (o the Legislature 
of Liberia at itr present Session, and upon due examination of said returns, 
it doeth appear that said amendment was duly adopted by a true and com 
pleto two-thirds vote of electors who voted at said election; 

irvWaw, it » omietof hy >Vjh,iw -lyJ lin<w or f£. pr> uittiii-tM t.f,r titjmfdi* vf LUbtriti pi, 

aidttmiiffd: 

Section L Ha I I lie Constitutional Amendment ^uhniittcii in the above-cited Act 

of the Legislature b hereby declared adopted by the people of the Republic of 
Liberia: and the President of I iberia^i* hereby authorized to proclaim the same by 
proclamation throughout the Republic 

Section il That this Ac shall lake effect lmmedianJy ;uni be published Lnhukd'hltla. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding* 

Apprised December 10, 1910 " 

Therefore l William V. S. Tubman president of the Republic of Liberia, bx virtue ofnuthorb 
■, in me veiled by the Act above cited do hereby proclaim and give PUBLIC NOTICE of 
jhe adoption of the Constitutional Amendment as eon firmed by the Jlu unlit Legislature 
itf Liberia approved December )h 1946, 

Given under my hand and seal of the Republic* 
thin lith da- of December A D. 1946, 


Ry the President 

OABRlKL L DEN Mi 
Si *r*tiry 0 * Sli't 


WILLIAM V ft. TUBMAN 



